
rtl grant of money, . cwiion of all the territory claimed by ber
north and »Mt of a line run from the 32d to the 34th parallel
of north latitude, comprehending about 125,000 square miles,
and sufficient for the erection of two medium-sized Stales ;
the effect of which would be to releaae ao much of the terri¬
tory of Texas from the institution of slavery, and to subject
it to the cole jurisdiction of the Federal Government. Theae
are the two propositions presented to the Southern States.
And what is offered as an equivalent ' The sole equivalent
is, that the North will organize Territorial Governments for
the residue of California, usually called "Utah," or "Dese-
ret," and for what remains of New Mexico, without introduc¬
ing the " Wilmot proviso."
Now, sir, to these propositions, as made in the bill, I ne¬

ver can assent. I cannot assent, because they bring down yet
lower, and to the extent of four and a half degrees, the limits
from tvhich we are to be excluded with our slaves. And it does
more ; it takes from one of the States of this Union a large
territory no«» subject te the institution of slavery, and converts
it into properly of the United Slates, to te governed and con¬

trolled in its institutions by a majority from the non-slavehold-
ing State*.

Sir, the forbearance to enact the Wilmot proviso is uot only
no equivalent for such concessions, but there is no equivalent
that can be given.^t least none that I can conceive as being
within the capacity of Congress to offer.
My first objection," then, Mr. Presid-nt, to the bill reported

by the committee for the adjustment of this question is, that
it bring* us down below the Missouri compromise line in
Texas % and the second is, that it excludes the South from ad-
misaion with their property into so much of the territory of

# California as is embraced within the limits of the new State
below the same line. Sir, it violates the compact with Texas,
ur.der which that State was brought into the Lnion. By the
terms of annexation, the Missouri compromise line was to be
.acredly regarded, in the formation of new Stalea out of the
territory of Texas. But the bill, in dumemberiDg Texas,
adopts a new line, reaching four and a half degrees below
the compromise line, and releases all the territory lying north
and west of it from the obligations of that compact.

So, in reference to California, it trenches again on the spi¬
rit of the compromise of 1820, by excluding slavery on the
Pacific border, as low down aa the 32d parallel of north lati¬
tude. I am aware, sir, it will be said that this exclusion of
the people of the Southern States below the line of 36° 30'
in California is the act of the inhabitants of the Territory, and
not the act of the Congress of the United States; and there¬
fore that it is no violation of the Missouri compfgmise on the
part of the latter.

8ir, I shall make no argument to prove that California in
the whole extent, aa well the territory embraced within the
hmits of the new States as *«. is yet. rn tfao

political rela'»««> »!»». Government of 41 a Territory .a ler-
within the meaning of the terms of the constitution.

th*' property" of the United States ; and the act of such of
the inhabitants on the coast as assembled in convention and
formed a constitution has not the slightest effect to change
that relation. California throughout the whole extent was a

Territory when that constitution was formed, and is a Terri¬
tory yet; nor has that conatitution the least validity whatever,
and never can have, unless made good againat this Govern¬
ment by force of arma, or ratified by an act of Congress ;
and this is assented to, or I should rather say asserted, as the
law of the question by the Senator from Kentucky himself,
(Mr. Clat.)

Whenever, then, the constitution of California is ratified
by Congresa, the clause prohibiting slavery will become law
by the act of Congress, and by it alone. We have had the
aame question presented in the same form in regard to the
Territory of Oregon. The inhabitants of that Territory, in
the absence of any government provided by Congress, esta¬
blished a system of government for themselves, and by one
of their ordinances excluded domestic slavery from the terri¬
tory. In the bill as reported for the organization of a territo¬
rial government a provision was inserted ratifying and con¬

firming all the laws enacted by the provisional government,
amongst which was that prohibiting slavery, and the contro¬

versy then was upon such ratification, all agreeing that to
confirm such law was equivalent to a direct enactment by
Congress.
Now, sir, as to this right in the inhabitants of a portion

of the Territory of California. They have no authority
whatever, none in law and as little in justice, to assemble
themselves upon the property of the Government.the com¬
mon property of all the States.and to pass a law which
ahall interdict from that Territory the citizens of one-half of
the States of this Union ualess they leave their most valuable
property behind them, and that very property which of all
other would be of mot-t value to them in the Territory.

Mr. President, we have fallen upon strange times, indeed,
since this question of the extension or interdiction of slavery
was first brought up for discussion in the Congress of the
United States. 8ir, what have we seen as the act of the
Executive of the United Stalea in reference to these matters >

In prescribing the duties of the President the constitution en¬

joins, amongst other things, that " he shall take care that the
laws be faithfully executed." The Territory of California is
the property of the United Sta'es, acquired first by conquest,
and the title subsequently confirmed by solemn treaty, and for
the consideration of many millions of dollars, paid and pay¬
able by the United States to Mexico. Now, one would sup¬
pose if there was any duty on the President, as the great
head of the Government, more cogent than another, it was
that which would require him to see to the safety of the pub¬
lic property, and that the laws concerning it were "faithfully
aaecuud."

Yet, monstrous as it may appear, the fact nevertheless re-

mains, that, under the evil counsel* nf thna* J ^'"J,
amongst me first acts of his administration was, through the
military commander in the Territory of California, to invite
the inhabitants found there to assemble in convention, and
pass laws and ordinances in contravention of the authority of
the United States. Laws and ordinances by which the in¬
habitants were to defeat and annul the title of the United
States, acquired under the treaty with Mexico, which the con¬
stitution declares shall be "the supreme law of the land," and
to wrest from the Government of the United Slates this large
and valuable domain, the property of the United States.

I found this charge, sir, on the terms of the proclamation
of Brevet Brig. Gen. .Riley, addreised to the people of Cali¬
fornia, dated at Monterey on the 3d day of June, 1849, act¬
ing, as he says, "in accordance with instructions of the Sec¬
retary of War.''
By tbia proclamation an election was ordered of delegates

to a convention, the number of such delegates prescribed,
election districts assigned, the day of election and the qualifi¬
cation of the voters ascertained and fixed, and the day ordered
for the convention to assemble in discharge of the duties to
be assumed by them.ac's of highest sovereignty, exercised
by a military commander over the property of the United
States, without a shadow of authority in law, and with a view
to facilitate the inhabitants of the Territory in depriving the
people of the United States of their property.
How many people so assembled, and what portion of the

inhabitants were actually represented, we shall presently learn
remarking only at preaent that the proclamation issued on
the 3d of June, for elections to be held on the first day of
August following, less than aixly dsys' notice, to a people
dispersed over a Territory larger than that of the original
thirteen States, divided into bands of gold diggers, explorers,
and hunters, without organization, roads, villages, or news¬

papers.off the seacoast, and separated by mountains, lakes,
rivers, and deserts.

But these initiative measures to abandon to the first comers
the property «*f the United States, strange as they are, are by
no means tbe most strsnge in this extraordinary Executive
plunge. After a constitution was adopted by those who had
assembled under the proclamation, and ratified as was said by
the inhabitants, the fact was formally made known to the
military commander, General Riley, and he as formally and
gravely issued a second proclamation, dated on the 20th De¬
cember, 1849, with a military order of ssme date, by which
he on that day " relinquished the administration of civil af¬
fairs in California to the executive of the Government orga¬
nized under the provisions of the constitu'ion," 6cc. And
thus, without warrant of law, in violation of the plain letter of
tbe constitution, and of the not less plain Executive trust, was
the dominion of the United States over a large and valuable
Territory, tbe property of all the Spates, quietly handed over
to the first occupants who went upon it, and who were invited
and stimulaUd to take it; and, as if in sport with so grave an
occasion, the General ends the matter by agreeing to defrsyall the expenses of tbe convention out of the public money in
his hands. [See his letter to "the Hon. C. T. Botts, chair¬
man," 6ic., dated at Monterey, September 13, 1849.]Strange, passing strsnge, Mr. President, that such flagrant
usurpations of power, such wanton, I had almost said wicked,
disregard of plainest constitutional duty should pass without
rebuke, and even without notice.any thing, every thing,
constitution and all, is made secondary to the great end of
staving off the discussion, and the necessity of settling,
by the constituted authorities of the land, the rights of the
people of the Southern Statea as co-proprietors in the Terri-
lories.
The key to all this is, with becoming simplicity, given in

the annual message of the President, to get rid of .the dis¬
turbing question of slavery, by getting rid of the public pro¬
perly with which it was connected. Tbe summary disposi
tion it was to make of the rights of the people of the Southern
States weighed as nothing with the President or bis coun¬

sellors. It was the grave specific of the French empiric,
which certainly carried off the d.sease by cariying off the
pv.ient.

Sjr, an honorable Senator from Florida (Mr. Vrtit)
brought before the Sena'e, on a former dsy, an occasion
somewhat similar that arose, I think, in the case of Arkansas,
when the Legislative Council of that Territory petitioned the
Governor to is«ue his proclamation, calling upon the people
11 organize a Siate government, in tbe days, I believe, of
President Jackson. The Governor, who seems to have had
a proper ides of ihe position in which be stood to the Terri-
torv, submitted the ques'ion to the President, and be again
to the A Homey itinera1, and the la'^er advised the P:e*dent
that tbt « verrior was bound to administtr tbe laws of the
rountry, H'id thai he not only could not originate, l-ut that
Le c-uk! g.ve no c.'uu'.e:ianc« to a»ny revolutionary moVtaei.t

of that kind. I apprehend, Mr. President, that there are

none who will doubt that the true federal relation of a Terri¬
tory to thia Government is that of property, and, as is always
the case of property held by a sovereign, that it carries with
it not only the right to the soil, except where private right
intervenes, but alio dominion over the people inhabiting that
soil.

It was under auch guidance that the convention assembled
in California, and framed the constitution which has been
submitted to ui by the President.under the proclamation of
a military commander, without the sanction of the Congress
of the United States, but in derogation of its authoiity. And
this constitution, with the exact boundaries it prescribes for
the new Stales, we are called on to sanction as a matter of
political nacess ty. Sir, I have looked somewhat into the re¬

port of the debates in convention in California, which were

placed some days since upon our tables, and I found, as other
gentlemen will find, if they will look through this report, that the
polar star which guided their deliberations on all the great
questions lo be determined was, so to adjust them as would
be*t ensure a speedy admission ot their State into the Union.
On the question of boundary, of domestic servitude, and of the
exclusion of the African race altogether from California, every
thing seems to have been affected, and to some extent con¬

trolled, by a belief in the necessity of propitiating the majori¬
ty in Congress on the subject of African alavery. Oneot the
earliest propositions in the convention in relation to the boun¬
daries was, ihat they ahould prescribe as the boundaries of the
new State ihe existing boundaries of California ; those boun¬
daries by which the territory was ceded by Mexico.bounda¬
ries which would embrace an area nearly equal to that of the
thirteen original States ; and the gentleman who moved tbir
proposition gave aa his reason for it, that, if they undertook to
cut and carve for themselves, so as to prescribe more conve¬

nient boundaries for the State of California, the effect would
be to produce dissension at Washington, and difficulty and
delay in gaining admission into the Union. That gentleman
said, in substance : If we take the whole of California, it will
never be considered by any body that this immense area of
hundreds of thousands of square miles should remain aa one

State, but that it would necessarily be divided as soon as the
number of the populatiop required it, and formed into differ¬
ent States ; and his proposition was, that the territory, when
the proper time arrived, should be divided into six States,
each one ofthem having a front upon the Pacific ocean. 8uch
was the proposition made by this gentleman, who was, I ap¬
prehend, one of the most intelligent and enlightened mem¬
bers of that convention. Those views, however, were over¬
ruled as unjust to the twenty or thirty thousand people raid¬
ing in the great basin of Utah and the Salt Lake, a thousand
miles off, who were ignorant even that such a convention was
in acasfon, and on the ground that to take the whole territory
for the new State would be more likely to create dissension
at Washington than if arbitrary boundaries were assumed.
The result was, that the idea of embracing the entire territory
was abandoned, and, feeling at liberty to choose for themselves,
the convention eventually agreed to take such boundaries as
would be of most seeming advantage to the coast population,
which wasdoneby aline embracing the entire Pacific front,from
the boundaries of Oregon to those of Mexico, an extent of ten
degrees of latitude, and extending eastward to embrace the
mountain range, called the Sierra Nevada. Thus the coast
population m California, by a mere dash of the pen, exclude
from the commerce of the Pacific ocean the immense and
boundless territory which lies behind them, with the millions
of population which will swarm there at a future day. And
this is done, although Nature herself would seem to intend
otherwise, by leaving an open way to the ocean, between the
puralleld of 34 and 35 degrees, where the chains of mountain
subside into the plain.

I will not detain the Senate by reading from the debates in
Convention. But I propose to quote from them on the points
alluded to above, as well as on others hereafter to be noticed,
and append it to my remarks when in print.* I allude to

.Appendix, containing quotations from the reportof the de¬
bates in the California Convention.

ON THE BOUNDARIES OF CALIFORNIA.
Mr. Gwur said, (page 196 of the report of debates :)
" If 1 understand the gentleman from Sonoma, (Mr. Sim-

pie, ) he stated this morning that if we establish no boundaries,
Congress will be forced to admit us with the boundaries we
now have. I cannot admit the argument. 1 do not look upon
it, that if we were to send our constitution to Congress, they
are forced to give us all of the boundary that we have described
or that they are forced to give it to us if we do not describe it.
I think gentlemen are laboring under a great mistake in regard
to the power of Congress on this subject, when they assume uiat,
it we pronounce a certain line as the boundary of California, it
shall be the boundary, notwithstanding any objection of Con-
?rrC"' i J havenot the remotest idea that the Congress of the
United States would give us this great extent of boundary if it
was expected that it should remain one State. And when gen¬
tlemen say that they never will give up one inch of the Pacific
coast, they say what they cannot carry out. So far as I am con¬
cerned, I should like to see six States fronting on the Pa-
cinc, in California. I want the additional power in the
Congress of the United States of twelve Senators instead of
tour ; for it is notorious, sir, that the Slate ot Delaware,
¦mailer than our smallest district, has as much power in
the Senate as the great State of New York. It is not the pas-
sate of a bill through the House of Representatives that makes
a law ; that bill has to go through the Senate, and in that body
the Mate ot Delaware has as much power as the State of New
York. And the past history of our country, sir, develops t'ie
fact that we will have State upon State here^-probably as many
as on the Atlantic side.and as we accumulate States we accu¬
mulate strength ; our institutions become more powerful to do
good, and not to do evil. I have no doubt the time will come
-K.. Wiu h*ve twenty Slates this side of the Iiocky Moun¬
tains. I want the power, sir, and the population. When the

population comes, they will require that this State shall be di-

As evidence that the inhabitants residing south of the para-
I of 36° 30 preferred a Territorial form of Government, the

same gentleman (Mr. Gwin) held the following language,
page 195 :

bob.

not.herer « State Government upon a

portion of the people of California whose delegates have by
their recorded votes stated the fact that their constituents are
unanimously against a State Government and in favor of a
erritonal organization. Do you not expeat and require that
they shall sustain this Government and become a Dart of it >
It not let ". require their delete, tc retire from thi. Co..
vention, apply to Congress lor a Territorial Government and
exclude them from our State boundary-. Gentlemen affect to
believe that in taking in a large extent of territory not repre¬
sented here, and from which no opposition to our action has
become known to us, we are doing a great act of iniusUce to
those people; when, at the same moment, we have here be¬
fore us the direct protest against a State Government of a por¬
tion of the inhabitants of this territory who are representedBut do we stop.do we refrain from committing this act of inl
|U«ice? No, sir; we go on and include them . we nev£
think of excluding them. They bear the expense' of a Sta£
Government, while they prefer a Territorial Government
but, rather than submit to a separate organization, or run the
risk of getting no Government at all, they waive their objec¬
tion and act with us."
And again, page 197 :

««The proviso of the gentleman from Monterey (Mr. Hal-
leck) was added at his suggestion. I prefer sending my pro¬
position as I offered it. We should not mutilate our co.E
tution on this subject. W e send r to a great Power. Gen¬
tlemen deny the right of Congress to interfere with the sub¬
ject of our li mits. If Congress has not the power to designate
what we shall be, why do we send our constitution thereo f
was opposed to any-o-her boundary but that of California as

recognised by the Governments of the United States and Vlex
ico for another reason, and I consider it a very important onethat it we leave a portion of territory out, we would necessa!
w7 T? * que»tion which we here should not interfere with
We ail know what 36 deg. 30 min is. It is the treat hone nf
contention. North of that there is no contest. South of it

,,l* ®on.t"t- LIf gentlemen will look where this line
strikes the Pacific, they will see that not a solitary vote was
cast by a delegate in this Convention south of that line excent
those cast against a State Government. The .epresentatives
here from that region are unanimous in their votes aeainst the
establishment ot a State Government. It we include the ter¬
ritory these delegates represent on the crast, why exclude the
barren waste beyond, where no white man lives ' We take
away the substance and leave the shadow. Let us take the
whole territory or stop at that line. If we stop at that line,
on." C Convention *»/ excluding the members south

Page 184. Mr. Semple, the President of the Convention,
saiu :
" I feel under some obligation to repeat a conversion which

has a direct bearing upon this matter. There is a distinguish¬
ed member of Congress who holds his seat from one ot the
States of the Union, now in California With a desire to ob¬
tain all the information possible in relation to the state of
things on the other side of the mountains, I asked him what
was the desire of the people in Congress ; I observed to him
that it was not the desire of the people of California to take a

larger boun.tary than the Sierra Nevada; and that we would
prefer not embracing within our limits this desert waste to the
east. His reply was : « For God's sake leave us no territory
to legislate upon in Congress.' He went on to state then that
he great object in our formation of a State Government was
to avoid further legislation. There would b* no question as
to our admission by adopting this course ; and that all sub¬
jects ot minor importance could afterwards be settled. I think
it my duty to impart this information to the Convention. The

and'mvKeit0" P'aCe bclween Thomas Butler King
' ulue of slaves in California.

Some idea may be formed of what the value of slaves would
he in California ,f permitted to be taken there, from what
follows, pnge 137 ;

«« tqP th ^i rVC.r.,^Cn moved the following section :

l«w»a« will«.ff ?',|i'Ure l-'8"' #l .'.¦.on, pass such
"'"¦j'J, Prohibit free persons of color from im¬
migrating to and settling in this State, and to effectually pre-
e it the o ners ol slaves from bringing them into this Slate

tor the purnose ot setting them free."
'' Mr. McCarver. 1 nn is the article which I offered to the

House some time ago I withdrew it at the suggestion of sev-
e.a gcntlemen who thought it would be more appropriate in
annthtr part of the constitution.

" I have no doubt, sir, thai every meml.er of this House is
a»are or the dangerous position in which this country is plac-
e l, owing to the n ducements existing hi re for slaveholders to

bring their slaves to California and set them free. I an, mj-
sell ai-quaiuted with a number of indi.iduals who, I am in-

these debates here for the purpose of showing that the people
of California, «o far aa I comprehend their wishes, do not at*
tach to the proposed contraction of her boundary that great
interest which ii connected with it here at Washington. I
do not find any thing in these debates which leads me to be¬
lieve that, yielding to the desire of the people of California to
become immediately one of the Stales of the Union, they will
take it much to heart, if we contract their boundaries as I
have proposed. But there is another striking fact shown by
the debates in that Convention, and it is this: that every
representative in the Convention present from the Territory
south of the line of 36° 30' was against the formation of a

State Government at all; that the people who resided south
of that line were in favor of a Territorial Government, ami
against a State Government; and it ia further stated in the
debate, by a gentleman who took pert in it when this ques¬
tion was before the Convention, that the votea of those who
were representatives from the territory south of that line (36°
30') were given to a man against the formation of a Stale
Government. I should say, then, viewing this question, not
as one of political expediency, but aa one of justice and pro¬
priety, that the Senate of the United 8tatee, in prescribing a

proper southern boundary for the 8tate of California,
should restrict that boundary to the parallel of 36° 30'. To
do this would enable the people living east of the great chain
of mountains to have access to the Pacific coast, and would
be conformable to the wish of the large and atable population
residing south of that line.

Mr. President, it has been asked in* this Senate more than
once, with what view we would contract the boundaries of
California f It has been asked of gentlemen from the South¬
ern States whether, if they did contract this boundary and
open a way so that they could carry their slaves there, it
would ever be done } The Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr.
Wehstkr,) some time ago, declared that alavery would ne¬

ver go there ; that this Wilmot proviso waa written on every
rock and inevery plain; that Nature had ordained that slavery
could not exist there, and that it waa idle to attempt to con¬
travene the ordinances of Nature. 8ir, any gentleman who
will inform himself of the statementa made and acted on in
the California Convention, as shown by the debates, will find
that if the people of the Southern States had been at liberty
to take their slaves there, under what I a«ume to be their
constitutional right, they would have been taken into the Ter¬
ritory by hundreds of thousands, and thai at this day the
larger portion numerically would have been the population of
slaves held by the Southern alaveholdera. Sir, what could
be a more valuable use of that labor than in working those
mines ? Every body can understand that for himself. But
it i> ty tho fart that, after the Convention of California
had determined upon the exclusion of slaves from the Terri¬
tory, a proposition was made that the cooetitution should ex-
elude the African race in every form, ixrnd or free ; and the
reason given for it was thus summed up. You have exclu¬
ded slavery. Now, unless you exclude the African race alto¬
gether, the consequence will be that the Territory of Califor¬
nia will be nundated by free negroes. Because, so valuable
would be tieir services to their masters, that tbe owners of
slaves woud take them there by thousands and thousands,
upon contact that they should serve then one or two years
and tben bt manumitted. It was said tbat by adopting this
course each clave would be worth from tiro to five thousand
a year to hi; master. These, then, are foe's which I present
in answer t> gentlemen who contend that there ia no room
for African 4avery there. Now, who can say that the same
reasoning dies not apply to the southern part of California ?
It is said the gold has not been discovered there, and that it
never will bi Those who have said so may be right, or they
may be wroig. Gentlemen say that the climate, the soil,
and the deser wastes which are to be found there afford no
inducements or slave labor. In that too they may be right
or they may t wrong ; but I say that, under the constitution,
we have a legil right to have the door left open, and to have
it kept open, ii order that we may enjoy it, so long as it re¬
mains a territov, in any way we may think most expedient.

But, apart lom any question of constitutional right or

obligation towaj the Southern Slates, a glance at the map
will »how that eery motive of public policy, and just equality
in the Territoryequires that the immense reach of country
lying eastward othe Sierra Nevada, or the proposed eastern
boundary of the iew State, should not be excluded from the
commerce and Ude of the Pacific. We are told that it is
idle to attempt to >rovide access for that country to the Pacific
coast, because ther are separated from it by vast and impas¬
sable mountains. " again refer them to the map, which shows
that the mountains ubside south of the parallel of thirty-five
degrees ; and I refer also, to the declarations before adverted
to, of one of the chif members of the convention, who indi¬
cated as the ultimak policy of the country the ereciion of
six States in the Teritory, each of which should front and
bind on the Pacific otan. It is"an advantage, of value in¬
estimable to future Sttes, that they should have a share in
the great commerce of Ve Pacific, and it is our clear duty to
provide it for them, by (king care that the entire coast is not
pre-occupied and engroeml by those who happen to have been
the first comers. Look, ir, at the great valleys of the Colo¬
rado and the Gila, both to* great extent unexplored ; but the
latter giving evidence, by the color of its waters and the tra¬
ditions of the Indians, that it embraces a highly valuable and
fertile country. Nature haa opened a way for the access of
the inhabitants of the;e great valkyg to the ocean ; and we
are called upon to cut it off for no rtason under heaven'that
I can conceive, unless it be expressly to exclude our Southern
people from the whole territory.
And dow, sir, as to the adjustment of the difficulties around

us, I beg to say, tbat the leading and controlling objection to
the bill under consideration, so far as the Territory of Califor¬
nia is concerned, is this extension of her southern boundary.
I think I have shown that every consideration of national po¬
licy, and of justice to the immense country behiod the new
State, requires that she be restrained from engraving the en¬
tire border of the Pacific : I think I have shown from the lan¬
guage of her public men in Convention, that then is no ur¬

gent reason affecting her condition why this exteided boun¬
dary should be allowed ; and I have shown furihei, that the
people to be affected by it south of the line indicated are so¬
licitous and anxious to be excepted from the limits of the new
State. But I insist, more than all, that it violates the terms of
the compromise of 1820. It opens anew, and in an aspect of
prophetic warning to the South, the dangerous purposes of
those who claim the right to limit and restrain the extension
of the institution of slavery ; and it will compel the States
where this institution exists to rely on their own resources
and strength to arrest the exercise of the power, whatever
consequences may ensue.

But, sir, to the contrary of all this, determine to abide by
the settlement of this controverted question as made on the
admirsion of Missouri, and the horizon clears off at once.
Great as we view the concession made by tbat settlement on
the part of the South, it has been done, and we are willing
yet to abide by it. So determine, and we admit California at
once, and upon the proclamation of the President, if such
form be most acceptable, upon information satisfactory to him
that the inhabitants within the prescribed limits have in the
proper forms contracted their southern boundary as indicat¬
ed, and have limited their representation at present to one
member. And we will do this in the earnest desire to restore
tranquillity to the country, and harmony and efficiency to the
public councils, although to do so we must overlook the gross
usurpations of the Executive connected with the subject,
along with all the irregularities attendant upon the constitu¬
tion of that Convention ; and if in all this there can be seen
no spirit of conciliation, then I fear that nothing will satisfy
the majority but terms that import ruin to the South.

I submit this proposition, sir, to the 8enator of Kentucky,
(Mr. Clay,) who has asked the Senator of Louisiana (Mr.
Soclk) what it was the South wanted > and what we would
take ? I offer as the mode of adjustment the line of the j
Missouri compromise, tbat upon which the country has repos-

formed, are now preparing to bring their slaves here upon in¬
dentures and set them free. I hold it to be a correct doc¬
trine, sir, that every State has a right to protect itself against
an evil so enormous at this."

Again, the same gentleman, page 38 :

"Let us look at the inducements, and see whether these
fears are without foundation ; let us see what is the probable
value of an able-bodied negro man in the Southern States.
they hire there at trora sixty to one hundred dollars a year.
Suppose you pay $700 to get a slave here, and set him free on
aomlition that he shall serve you for one year. He produces,
according to the ordinary rates in the mines, from two to six
thoutand dollars. There are many of our Southern friends
who would be glad to set their negroes free and bring them
here, if thev produced only half of that amount. When the
terms ot the contract have expired what would these slaves
do ? They would become a burden on the community. And
I can assure you, sir, thousands will be introduced into this
country before long if you do not insert a positive prohibition
against them in your constitution.an immense and overwhelm-
itig population of negroes, who have never been freemen ; who
have never been accustomed to provide for themselves."

And in like termR. usee 180. Mr. McDoiisal .

Gentlemen have ri»en on this floor and Mated that theyHad received letters from the South; and that they knew of
many others who want to bring their slave* here, and work
them for a short period in the mines and then emancipatethem. If this constitution is thrown back upon us for recon¬
sideration, it leaves them the opportunity of bringing their
slaves here. It is what they desire to do 5 to create some

strongly objectionable feature in th« constitution, in order that
they may bring their slaves here and work them three months.
They will even then get more thai* they can get for them in
the States. 1 look upon that as the result if we send our con-
stitution to Congress with a boundary so objectionable as this."

I add a single quotation more, to give some idea of the ex¬
tent to which the j e >ple in California were represented in thia
Convention. At page 193 Mr. Butts said :
" Yes, sir, I am told there are thirty thousand freemen in

this extent of country east of the Sierra Neva<to, which you
propose to ineludc in your limits. Are they in the District of
Sonoma, or Sacramento, or Monterey '.thirty thousand free¬
men unrepresented. Do you know, sir, by what vots of my
constituents I sit upon this floor ' I will tell you. I received
ninety-six votes.I, who am modestly requested to legislate
for thirty thousand people I never »aw, am sent here by nine¬
ty-six votes. My eolltague, it is true, who mokes this pro¬
position, received some twenty or thirty more ; and as tor tl»e
remainder of my oolleagues, 1 believe tWy are even wtr»e off
lluti 1 am."

ed for the iMt thirty year* : adopted in 1620 when Missouri
was admitted, and re-affirmed in 1845 on tfae annexation of
Texaa. 1 believe myself, honestly believe, that the South
most unfortunately erred in assenting, even by acquiescence,
to the establishment of this line of partition. We are

leaping now all tbe bitter fruits of that surrender. It was

done, however, in a spirit of concession, and for the sake
of peace. It wis called then a " compromise mean¬

ing, I presume, a joint agreement of the two great sec¬

tions of the country, to divide a Territory in dispute, ra¬

ther than bring to extremity this issue made on a question of
constitutional power. Compromise is a dangerous resort to
those in a minority, as we have sadly experienced. Far bet¬
ter for a minority to try the right when first questioned than
to evade it for tbe sake of repose. And where do we stand
now > Precisely where we stood in 1820, except that the
majority has increased, and the minority diminished, by the
operationa of well known causes in the tide of population.
Tbe South cannot retrieve the step then taken without an

open rupture, and this we will avoid, if the North will allow
iu Sir, the proposition of the Southern Slates to stand on

the Missouri compromise line, throws the whole responsibi¬
lity of the future on the North, and the country will so un¬
derstand it. Odious as this ever has been, and to none more

so than to him who now addresses you, I will abide by it as

a sacrifice to the public peace. But not one hair's breadth
will I, as a representative of Virginia, ever yield, below that
line, as a matter of right in the North. I qualify it, sir, as

a matter of right, because it is said that in tbe face of the
country in California, a more convenient national boundary
could be found perhaps a few minutes south of the compro¬
mise line. If this be so, let it be adopted. I stickle only for
the right, which can be protected by the langutge of tbe act.
And now, Mr. President, let gentlemen on the other side

assign their reasons why tbe southern boundary of California
should not be contracted as proposed. It will gve to the new
State a border of five degrees of latitude on tie Pacific, re-

servingjabout four for the southern ; Territory and it will
leave an open way to the ocean for future States which may
be erected.
So much, sir, in regard to that part of the bill which pro¬

vides for the admission of California.
The next proposition in the bill is, that Texas, for a grant

of money, shall cede to the United States all of her Territory
lying north and west of a line to be drawn from a point near tbe
32° parallel of north latitude to the 34th. The intent, as al¬
leged, is, thereby to settle the controverted question of boun¬
dary between Texas and ao much of New Mexico as has been
ceded to the United States by treaty with Mexico.

I shall not now go into this question of boundary as one of
right between Texas and*the United States. My business is
to deal with it in the bill, as it is proposed to operate on the
question of compromise or adjustment of tne slavery ques¬
tion. In (his view tbe first effect of it certainly is, to take
off so much of the territory as belongs to Texas, now subject
to the institution of slavery, and to make it the property of the
United States. At present slaveholders with their proper¬
ty can go there, and hold it under the jurisdiction of Texas :

cede it to the United State?, and who is credulous enough to
believe that the institution will be allowed there one day after
the title is passed.
The next effect of it is to withdraw the ceded territory from

the operation ofr the compact of annexation. That compact
is in the following words : *

" New States of convenient »ize, not exceeding four in num¬
ber, in addition to said State of Texas, and having sufficient
population, may hereafter, by the consent of said State, be
formed out of the territory thereof, which shall be entitled to
admission under the provisions of the federal constitution; and
such States as may be formed out of that portion of said
territory lying south of 36 30 north latitude, commonly known
as the Missouri compromise line, shall be admitted into the
Union with or without slavery, as the people of each State
asking admission may desire ; and in such State or
States as shall be formed out of said territory north of said
Missouri compromise line, slavery, or involuntary servitude,
except for crimes, shall be prohibited."

That is to say, new States that are formed out of the terri¬
tory of Texas south of that line shall be admitted into the
Union " with or without slavery," &c. But if the cession
be made, the territory ceded is no longer the " territory ef
Texas," but it becomes the territory of the United States,
and is in all respects on the footing of any other territory of
the United Stales. When, therefore, new States are formed
out of the ceded territory, they will be firmed not out of
*'territory ofTexas." but out of "territory " of the United
States. In other words, the obligation of the compact is binding
on the United Slates in respect to territory ofthe State ofTex ae,
but the obligation ceases when the territory ceases to be the terri¬
tory of Texas. But whether this be tbe true legal exposition
or no of the effect of that compact, the experience of the
country gives us sufficient warning what the actual construc¬
tion will be, should the question ever arise.
The last effect that I shall notice is, to violate the faith

pledged by the compact with Texas, as to the condition of
new States that might be formed out of her territory south of
36° 30'. The Southern States admitted Texas irrte~tb«
Union on the faith that the question of slavery or not, south of
that line should be left to the people, inhabiting the country.
The bill will take it from them, and leave it to the Congress
of the United States.
As things stand, it is fully conceded that the terms of the

compact are mandatory, and require new States to be admitted
south of that line whenever Texas assents, and there is suffi¬
cient population.the question of slavery or not to be deter¬
mined by the inhabitants of a territory where slavery prevails.
Pass this bill, and the mandate gives way to the discretion of
a majority in Congress, whilst in the mean time the territory
passes under the sole jurisdiction of Congress in all respects
whatsoever. And what, sir, is the amount of territory to be
thus surrendered f Why, a fraction less than 125,000 square
miles.a territory abundantly large for two medium sized
States. Let it be done, and it requires no prophecy to fore¬
tell the result. Two non-slaveholding States w^l take their
position north and west of the State of Texas.
The actual effect of this bill, then, will be.
1st. In the Territory of California to prohibit the institu¬

tion of slavery on the whole Pacific border, and in latitude
down to the 32d parallel.

2d. To take from Texas 125,000 square miles of territory
now claimed as hers, and subject to the institution of slavery,
and to place it, as to the continuance of this institution, at
the discretion of Congress.thus removing the barrier of the
Missouri compromise, incorporated into the compact with her.
And as an inducement to the Southern States to vote this

bill, what is offered in return } Why, a proposition simply,
in forming governments for the remaining Territories acquired
from Mexico, to refrain from enacting the Wilmot proviso ;
this Wilmot proviso, held by all the Southern States as so
direct an invasion of their rights under the constitution, as to
justify resistance on their part "to the last extremity and at
every hazard."

Sir, I do not wish to speak harshly, but it is difficult to
speak with forbearance.
To escape (I think that is the true word) for tie present,

and for the present only, from a law thus characterized by
the Southern States, they are to assent to the prchibition of
slavery in one of the Territories four degrees and a half be¬
low the Missouri line, and to release 125,000 square miles
of slave territory in one of the Southern States to the discre¬
tion of a majority constituted of Representatives from the non-
slaveholding States.
To state the proposition, sir, is to ensure its repudiation by

the South.
Sir, if we were to do this, which Heaven forbid ever should

be done by Southern votes, it would be but a temporary re¬

spite. Notwithstanding the voice of peace which we have
occasionally heard, this Wilmot proviso is "not dead,
but sleepeth." We have had warning enough to arouse even
the dullest ear, in the speech of an eminent and influential
representative from the State of Massachusetts, delivered in
the other wing of the Capitol, on a proposition to lay the
"motion" on the table during the present session. His
language was this :

"But it remains to be seen whether the great principles of
the ordinance of '87 have lost, any portion of their vitality ;
whether they have not as strong and living a hold on the hearts
of our Northern and Western men at oh that of the honorable
member himself; and whether, on the proper occasion, if a
real necessity or reasonable demand for their assertion and
maintenance should arise, they would not be assertvd, and be
maintained by as large a majority in this body as they ever
have been heretofore. 1 believe tney would be."
Who can doubt that the " real necessity or reasonable de¬

mand for their assertion and maintenance," oracularly hinted
by the speaker, was the existence or non-existence of any pre¬
vious law in the Territory abolishing slavery, and thus dis¬
pensing with a new enactment. No, sir, the proposi'ion to
refrain now from passing this proviso, and which we are to
purchase at so dear a price, is no abandonment of the principle
on the part of the majority. It is but to postpone its exer¬

cise, because as they believe there exists in these Territories
no "real necessity or reasonable demand (or its assertion,'
and this is alt.

I hate thus, Mr. President, endeavored to lay before the
Senate the objections I entertain to the bill under cjnsidera
tion as it has been reported by the select committee ; nor is
there any amendment which can remove them, unless it were
one to change the principle upon which it is founded. I have
in doing this indicated the line of the Missouri compromise
as the only ground upon which, as I believe, the question can
be settled in such way a< to destroy agitation and restore har-
mony to the different sections of the Union. Run that line
out from the State of Texas to the Pacific ocean, and I feel
the strongest assurance that the entire Stulh will acquiesce
in the decision. Certainly it will have whatever weight will
We carried by any recommendation of mine. And, sir, that
we may have a distinct proposition before the Senate as a sub-
stitute, believed to carry the consent of the Southern States,
I here propose it to the counsds of the country.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I have tiaen merely to make
an inquiry of t)M honorable Senator from Virginia, with
a view to the clear comprehension of what are the terms
upon which he thinks an adjustment of these questions could
be made. I understand him to propose the citers on of the
line 36° 3 V from Texas, where it now terminates by the
resolution of annexation, to the Pac fic ocean. Did I under*

stand him as requiring that there shall be any legialalion on
the part of Congress, to recognise the right of the alavehold-
ing States to introduce their ¦laTea south of that liae, by the
abregation of any local law, if there be any local law existingthere which forbid* the introduction of slavery > la be con¬
tent, in other word?, with the line 36° 30' extended to the
Pacific ocean, with nothing being said on the aubject of sla¬
very either on the right or left of that line.north or aouth of
it ? I should be glad of an answer to these questions, for the
purpose of understanding the matter clearly.

Mr. MASON. I will answer the question of the Senator
from Kentucky with great pleaaure. So far ai my own opin¬
ions are involved, or those of any whom I might pride.if any
such there be.I declare most distinctly that the adoption of
the line 36° 30' as the southern boundary of California would
content me, without any legialation on the part of Coogress
in reference to the subject of slavery. In other words, that
if the southern boundary of California were contracted to
that line, I should be content to organize a Territorial Govern¬
ment for the territory south of it, in the usual form, without
anv provision, oro or con. UDon the snhicrt nf slnvprv.

Mr. CLAY. And so through to New Mexico ?
Mr. MASON. Clearly. My suggestion is tbis: The

compromise bill contains three propositions. The fimt is for
the admiscion of California with her present boundaries ; the
second is for a cession of territory from Texas, prescribing her
boundaries; and, third, for the organization of governments
in the remaining territory. Now, if it pleases the Senator to
strike from the bill altogether that part which relates to the
cession of territory from Texas, then I should be content if
the southern boundary of California was contracted to the
compromise line of 36° 30', and the organization of a Terri¬
torial Government in the usual manner.

Mr. HALE. Mr. President
Mr. CLAY. Will the honorable Senator from New

Hampshire excuse me for a moment ? This is a very im¬
portant subject.a very important matter.and it is extremelydesirable that the country should distinctly understand what
is proposed. This question, you will recollect, sir, at the
commencement of this session, on the first occasion on
which I addressed you at any length, I discussed, and on
that occasion I stated that I could not think of offering to the
South the line 36° 30', because without an express recogni¬tion of the right to carry slaves south of that line, it was of¬
fering to the South a mere ideal line, without carrying alongwith it any practical benefits whatever. I understand, how¬
ever, now, that the Senator from Virginia is willing to take
the line 36° 30' to the Pacific, leaving the local law and the
constitution of the United States to operate on either aide of
that line, without any express declaration or recognition of the
right to carry slaves south of that line, or a prohibition of
alavery north of that line. That I understand to be the view
of the Senator ?

Mr. MASON. Undoubtedly.
Mr. CLAY. Assuming that to be what would satisfyhim, the further question which I should like to be answered

is, whether all the Senators from the South will be satisfied
with that line, and silent as to the legislation south ofthat line ?

Mr. MASON, (in bis seat.) I speak only for myself.Mr. CLAY. The Senator says it is confined to himself.
He must at once perceive that any change or variation in the
existing proposition, without a knowledge of some practicalresult, would be, perhaps, losing time unnecessirily. But I
should like to know whether every Southern Senator will be
satisfied with the line running 36° 30' to the Pacific, nothingbeing said about the right to carry slavery south of that line.

Mr. MA80N. Mr. President, I have stated to the Sena¬
tor very frankly the position which I am prepared to assume
in this matter. I have told him that I have done so as ex¬
pressing my own opinions only, and I have given my reasons
for that opinion in the argument I have had the honor to rub-
mit to the Senate. He asks me now whether he is to under¬
stand that all the other Senators from the Southern States
concur in the opinions which I express. I will state to him,sir, that he will get, I apprehend, a very speedy expression of
that opinion if he will indicate to the Senators on this side of
the chamber whether he will be for it himself.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, this is making a contract be¬
tween two individuals. I have no authority to answer for
any body. I confess the proposition this morning struck me
with great surprise.with agreeable surprise. Although, sir,I would not say that I would go into California to disturb her
limits, yet I think that if the honorable Senator would get out
another compromise, I might be very much disposed to goalong with him. That is to say, I would consent to run the
line 36° 30', without any recognition of the right to carryslaves south of that line, leaving lex loci and the Constitution
of the United State* to operate there. If you can make anything out of that, contrary to my convictions, I shall be verymuch dUposed myself.speaking now only for myself.to take
the compromise line as the southern boundary of California.
That is to say, to run it through Utah and New Mexico.

Mr. MA80N, (in his seat.) And no further ?
Mr. CLAY. Certainly; not with regard to California.
Mr. HALE. I merely rise to correct a mi(iannreh«rn«inn

whkbfi fe»r,"Tfiay arise from some remarks which fell from
the Senator from Virginia in regard to the line 36° 30'. I
I think that a stranger, who had not read the resolution of the
annexation of Texas, would understand, if be had listened to
that Senator, that this line was actually applied to the State of
Texas. So I understood him. Now, a reference to the re¬
solution of annexation of Texas will show that this is en¬
tirely a mistake. There is no line applied to Texas, and the
constitution of Texas, if it tolerates slavery at all, carries it
to its remotest boundary, the 42d degree. There is not a syl¬lable in the resolution of annexation even squinting at the idea
that there is any restriction of slavery in any part of it. The
provision is, that whenever Texas consents to cut herself upinto new States, those which shall hereafter be formed out of
territory lying north of 36° 30' shall not have slavery. That
is the whole restriction. There is none until Texas of her
own accord consents to divide her own territory. There was
no compromise.36° 30', nor any other line.by which sla¬
very was excluded from one inch of territory over which she
extended or claimed jurisdiction. I make these remarks, not
because I suppose that the Senator from Virginia has fellen
into any mistake such as I have referred to, but because I
thought, from the tenor of his remarks, that there was some
restriction on slavery in Texas. There is none.

Mr. MASON. I merely wish to say that every gentleman
can determine for himself how far the Missouri compromiseline of 36° 30' affects the State of Texas. All that is written
down in round text in the resolution by which Texas was an¬
nexed, I apprehend it is so plain that " he who runs mayread," and will admit of no misconstruction.

Mr. FOOTE here made some remarks, which, having been
submitted to him for revision, and not returned, are necessa¬
rily omitted.

Mr. MASON. One word, sir. The issue which the
honorable Senator has made (certainly I did not make it) in
regard to the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of
Virginia, depends upon this : whether the terms " in any
manner interfering with the rights of the slaveholders in the
District," and the terms "abolishing the slave trade within
the District," are to be taken as importing the same meaning.Now, sir, I do not think that the meaning given to a text by
some of those who made it, still less by those who subsequent¬ly give testimony, should be invoked in any way to ascertain
what the meaning of it is, when the text itself is before us.
I am very much at a lass to see any difference between inter¬
fering with the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and
interfering with the rights of slaveholders in the District of
Columbia; for one of the rights of slaveholders is the trade in

*UMr.' FOOTE replied.
Mr. CA8S. Mr. President, there is one point upon which

I do not understand the honorable 8enator from Virginia,
(Mr. Mason,) in the explanation he gave to the SenatOrfrom
Kentucky, (Mr. Clat.) He says he is willing to accept the
Missouri compromise line, without the recognition or estab¬
lishment of slavery by Congress south of that line. I can
understand that, by applying that line to California, and stop¬
ping her boundary there, the country to the south of it would
be again open to the action of the people, and it would be
either forever to admit or exclude slavery. I say, I can un¬
derstand this. But I cannot understand of what possible use
such a line would be east of California and Texas. It would
divide nothing. The Missouri compromise line said nothing
on the subject of slavery south of 36° 30'. It left to the
people to introduce or exclude it there, while it prohibited iu
existence north of that line. This bill leaves the whole terri¬
tory, north and siuth, precisely as the Missouri compromise
line left the count'y to the South. That was non-action by
Congrers south of the line, but action north ; while this is
non-action both north and south, and gives to the people the
right to settle the question for themselves.
The Missouri compromise line was a political one dividing

something, while this would divide nothing at all. These
bills create territorial governments without touching the ques.
tionof slavery. Is the honorable Senatorfrom Virginia wil¬
ling it should not be touched ? If he is, he has only to vote
for them arid his object is accomplished. But this is no

compromise line ; it is non-intervention, fairly carried out.
I repea', what do we want with such a line ? It divides
nothing, unless, indeed, you make it divide the 1 erritories,
forming one or tw, north or south. But what would ba
gained by that for the question we are now discusring > The
people in each would have the same right over the subject
of slavery, and it would not exist in one more than in the other
unless by their action. I repeat, we should have a line divi¬
ding nothing, so far as this matter is concerned.

Mr. BERRIEN. I think, Mr. President, that the answer

to the iuquiiy of the Senator from Michigan is very obvious.
The line proposed by the Senator from Virginia would take
off 4 i drgs. from the proposed State of California, in which
slavery is now inhibited, if effect be given to her constitution,
and would thus bring that portion of the Territory within the
provisions of this bill as applicable to the territories which it
creates. It would, therefore, leave it optional with the peo¬
ple who may hereafter form a State there whether slavery
should or should not exist within tho<e 4 $ degs. of the pro¬
posed State of California in which it is now inhibited. That
is the answer. If the line 36 degs. 30 mitia. he run to the
Pacific, it will cut off 4$ degs. from the proposed S'a'e of
California, in which slavery is now inhibited,;if effect be given
to her constitution, and will leave it op ional, under the pro-

vision! of this bill, with the people of that Territory, whentbey come to form a State out of Southern California, to aajwhether alavery (hall or shall not exist there.
Mr. CASS. I must have been very unfortunate in the re¬mark* I made, or very imperfectly heard by the honorableSenator from Georgia, or certainly he would not have found

necessary the explanation he haa made. I understand thematter precisely as he doe* in relation to California. I seethe effect of a division of that Slate by an eaet and west line,and that while slavery would be excluded to the nmh, itwould be again open for the action of the people south. Itis to a line running eaat of California that my difficulties ap¬ply. I cannot possibly see what any one would gain by sucha line.
Mr. BERRIEN. Moat certainly it will produce no changein the country east of California, but it will produce an im¬mediate change in the southern portion of California. Theproposition of the Senator from Virginia is not, therefore, tounmeaning as it was repreaented to be.
Mr. CASS. I will merely remark, Mr. President, thatthe question I put to the Senator from Virginia related solel*

to a line running upon a parallel of latitude east of Californiathrough Utah, New Mexico, and Texas, and to the advan¬tage it would be to the South over the present bill, unlet*there was a recognition of slavery by Congress south of thatline.
Mr. BERRIEN. By running the line of 36 degs. 30mins. from Texas to the Pacific you strike off the southernportion of the proposed State of California from the operatioaof the constitution of California which inhibits slavery. Thatportion being taken from the State is relieved from the con¬stitutional inhibition impoaed by the people of the State. The-southern portion of California is, in my opinion, much moreimportant than the territories east of California.
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, my remarks were moreparticularly addressed to from Kentucky, who in¬troduced this bill as a schfflHHrcnpromise and adjustment*I meant distinctly to declare t^tm, and to the Senate, that,so far as my opinions went, I should, with a desire to adjustthis controversy, agree to the running of the Missouri com¬promise line through Texas to the Pacific. What advantage*or disadvantages would result to the parties who might agreoto this adjustment would be for them respectively to determine.I apprehend that we should gain not a little by cuttirfg offfrom California that portion of her Pacific border south of 36°30', in which slavery is now inhibited by her constitution. Iapprehend that we will gain something in relation to the Stateof Texas, if, by the adjustment, the territory which lies northof the parallel of 36° 3(K baoomea tho territory nf tho UnitedStates, instead of so much of the Territory as lies between32° and her northern boundary. At any rate, I only threw

out the suggettion as a measure of compromi»e- But I found
no response to it from the Senator from Kentuckv. Although
that Senator expressed a very guarded opinion that he mightprobably agree to running the compromise line through Utah
and New Mexico, he was silent as to its being run throughTexas, and he dissented to its extension through the so-called
new State of California to the Pacific. But, sir, a measure
of adjustment is one thing, and strictly measuring our respec¬tive rights is another. If it shall be the determination of the
Senator from Kentucky (for he is the one who introduced this
bill") to require us to measure our rights on this bill, I can
only say, and I say it with no little regret, that we shall be at
arms-lengths. But, if ho will give his concurrence to thia
plan of dividing California by the line of 36° 30', I appre¬hend that all difficulties will be removed.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I suppose that in all nego¬tiations, whether diplomatic or legislative, or of any othercharacter, the negotiators ought to produce credentials ofautho¬rity. Now, I understand the Senator from Virginia, to beacting upon his own hook, if I may use a common expression.He is not able to answer for a solitary Senator from the South.And does he expect that I should give an answer to a propo¬sition coming from a solitary individual, perhaps not seconded,not concurred in by another Southern Senator '
Sir, I will not say what I would do. But I will say that,if thrre was an entire concurrence of all the Southern Sena¬

tors in the proposition made by the Senator from Virginia, Ishould hesitate long before I should pronounce an opinion
upon it; I should give it grave and serious' deliberation.No Southern Senator has yet announced his concurrence inthe proposition. The only signal of concurrence or non-
concurrence on the other side of the house was a most em¬
phatic nod of disapprobation from a worthy friend of mine,
now in my eye. Does the honorable Senator expect to get
up solitary and alone, without the concurrence of another
Senator from the South, and make a proposition to me, and
call upon me to assent to it } But, in the total absence of his
credentials of authority, I will tell the Senator how he
may accomplish his object. The bill is in progress, and opento amendment. Let the Senator make his proposition to ex¬
tend the line 36° 30' to the Pacific, and call for the yeas and
nay* on it. We can then have a vote on the question ; and
we can then see how many Southern Senators will concur in
his proposition.

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I do not understand that
the Senator from Kentucky has exhibited any power or cre¬
dentials to negotia'e on his part; but I do understand that he
takes great care not to commit himself upon the question.Nay, the honorable Senator goes so far only as to say that if
any mode could be devised by which the concurrent opinionof all the Southern Senators could be ascertained, be would
certainly take it into very grave consideration. I apprehendfrom all this, that this proposition will result in nothing. I
can assure the honorable Senator that I mean to offer no such
proposition. I stand in a minority, and, as the Senator from
Louisiana said the other day, it does not become a minority to
offer terms to those who have the power to make them. I
shall offer no proposition. I have merely stated what would
meet my concurrence.

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, the propositionsuggested by the Senator from Virginia is not a new one. It
was proposed by me a few years ago. I was a member of
the celebrated committee of eight that framed a compromisebill, which was not adopted. Before that committee retired
to take the subjects referred to them into conaideration, I had
suggested an amendment by which the line of 3C° 30' was
to be extended to the Pacific ocean and to all our Territories.
In that amendment I did not content myselt with that which
the Senator from Virginia says would now satisfy him. I
wanted the extension of ihat line coupled with the positivedeclaration that south of that line immigrant^ thither from the
slaveho!ding States might carry their slaves and should be
protected in the use and enjoyment of their slave property until
the people formed a State constitution, and then as a matter
of course the people of these Territories would have a right
to dispose of the question as they might think fit. Now, it
was because I could not obtain a positive declaration to that
effect, during the last Congress, either in the compromise bill
of the committee of eight, or in any other way, that I went
against that bill. That was the reason which induced me to
oppose that bill.

Sir, the Missouri compromise line upon the terms suggest¬ed by the Senator from Virginia would, in my humblejudgment,be a surrender of the entire question so far as the extension of
slavery is concerned. I entertain that opinion for reasons
which, if the Senate will bear with me, I will beg leave to
state. I do not know, however, that I can conclude what I
wish to say on this subject to-night.
At this point of his remarks, the honorable Senator gave

way, without toncluding, when on motion,
The Senate adjourned.

Monday, June 3,1850.
The Compromise Bill again coming up for consideration.
Mr. SOULE. Mr. President, mindful of the call made

upon me the other day by the honorable Senator from Ken¬
tucky, I have attenipteJ to prepare, with what feeble abilities
I could command some three or four sections as a substitute
for the three sections of the bill relating to California. That
substitute I wish now may be laid upon the table in order
that it may be printed, and with a view to have it taken up-hereafter, when I may submit to the consideration of the-
Senate some few observations in support of it. I will read it.

After the word "Government," in the title of the bill, in¬
sert the woids "South California," and strike out the first,sreond, and third sections of the bill, and insert the following

" Be it enacted, lie. That as soon as California shall have
passed in convention an ordinance providing." That she relinquishes all title or claim to tax, dispose of,,
or in any.wav to interfere with the primary disposal by the-
United States of the public domain within her limits.
" That she [California] will not interpose her authorityand power ao as to disturb or impede any control which theUnited-States it ay deem advisable to exercise over suchdis-

tricts in the mining regions, either now discovered or to bediscovered hereafter, as may not be included in any lawful grantmsde to private individuals or to corporations prior to the
cession ot California to the United States."

" That the lands of the non-residents shall never be taxed
higher than those of residents.

" That the navigable waters shall be open and free to all
citizens of the United States, those of Calilorma included."That the Southern lim'ts shall be restricted to the Mis¬
souri compromise line, (36 dee. 30 min. north latitude.)" And as soon as she shall nave produced to the President
of the United States satisfactory and authentic evidence that
the terms here set forth have been fully and exactly compliedwith, the President of the United States be and he is hwebyauthorized and requested, without any further action on the
part of Congress, to issue his proclamation declaring that
California is, and that she shall thereupon b*admi«ted into the
Union upon an equal fobting with the original States in all
respects whatever.

Sec. 2. Be it enacted, (jfc. That such portion of the reve¬
nue collected in the ports of California as may remain unex¬
pended at the time of the issuing ot the President's proclama¬tion as aforesaid, shall be paid over lo the saiu State of
California.
" Sec. 3. Be it enacted lie. That the Senators and Rep¬

resentatives elect now before Congress lor the said State of
California shall be entitled to receive, and shall receive the
mileage and the per diem pay allowed to the l>elegatefrom the
Territory of Oregon, from the day that the mestage of the
President transmitting the Constitution of California was re¬
ceived by Conuress.
" Sec. 4. Be it enacted, £/c. That the country lying be¬

tween the 30 deg. 30 min. of north latitude, and the b( undary
line between Mexico and the United States established by the
trtaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and extending from the Pacifio


